"The Only Shake-Scene"                      g/

in his owne conceit the only Shake-scene in a countrie.
0 that I might intreate your rare wits to be imployed
in more profitable courses, and let those apes imitate
your past excellence, and never more acquaint them
with your admired inventions! I know the best
husband of you all will never prove an usurer, and the
kindest of them all wil never proove a kinde nurse; yet,
whilst you may, seeke you better maisters, for it is pittie
men of such rare wits should be subject to the pleas-
ures of such rude groomes." The phrase about the
"tyger's heart" is an obvious parody on the line.

Oh Tiger's heart wrapt in a woman's hide!

which occurs both in The True Tragedie of Richard Duke
of Yorke, and in the variant of that play which is
included in the First Folio as the third part of Henry VI.
"The only Shake-scene" has naturally been taken as
an allusion to Shakespeare's name; and it is scarcely
possible to doubt the reference to him throughout the
passage. This being so, we may infer that by this date
Shakespeare had written, with whatever else, his share
in the three parts of Henry VI, and was successful
enough to seem formidable to the dying Greene. It
is noteworthy, too, that thus early we have allusion
to his double profession: as an actor in the words
"player's hide" and "Shake-scene," and as an author
in the charge of plagiarism. That the reference in
"beautified with our feathers" is to literary plagiarism
is confirmed by the following lines from Greene's Fnner~